Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh - 06002
East Liberty Branch

Community Meeting #1

26 September, 2006
The first community meeting for planning a renovated facility drew about 40 people.  After a brief introduction to Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh’s Capital Improvement Program, ideas and suggestions for the new library were solicited from the audience.  The responses were positive and very helpful to the staff and the architects including ideas about flexible space, ease of use, improving the approach to the building and the ability for new users to find the now hidden entrance.  Other suggestions addressed meeting spaces, furnishings, energy consumption and lighting.

Meeting Space


Studio space

· For arts orgs


Video display of information on bldg facades

Meeting space for 2-5 people – more intimate and private


Coordinate spaces with other Mtg spaces in neighborhood
· Kelly Strayhorn

· Unity project

· Church


Coordinate with East Liberty Historical Society

· Mtg space

· Programs

· Display


Flexible Mtg space to accommodate different group sizes

· Connect smaller spaces

Library


Assembly space & lots of books


On cutting edge of learning


AV & Computer

· Combine features of inventive architecture & techniques of learning


Area businesses supporting library

· Merchants underwriting library programs


Gallery Space



Art Displays

· Children’s Programs

· Cultural Display


Easy In & Out – Drive up and drop off

Programs to enhance parking lot

· Theater/Movies in Pkg


Coordinate meeting room options prior to construction

Separate children’s space

· Feeling of separation, safety, security

· Programs for older kids after school

Accessibility

· Clutter can limit access

· Presentation of collection on shelves - High or low/ vertical arrangement at Squirrel Hill works well
Contemporary children’s space

· Homework space

· Appeal to middle schoolers - Ask their advice (parental stress center- area high schools)

How do people learn?

· Books

· Computers

Publicly viewed artwork space

Seating/ Furniture
People sleeping in comfortable chairs can make the “comfortable spaces” uncomfortable for others


Participation with parking authority


“I feel like they want me to come in and get out”

· Don’t like that feeling

· Never go to that area

· Can we get comfortable chairs?

· 1 to 1.5 hour chairs


Old fashioned colors

· Stereotype of libraries and librarians

· But don’t want disco colors


Need study space

· less out in the open

· more variety

· tables are too big


Variety of seating

· lounge

· easy for everyone to get into and out of

· seating mixed in with stacks

Exterior


Inviting space (exterior) around - Greenspaces
· Place to sit

· Civic outdoor space


Auto drop off


Safety

· Lighting

· Visibility


Signage 
· Tie community resources together


Advertise the library (PR)

· Identify library from major streets

· Entrance location from parking & street

Threshold

· Porch – different rules than the living room
· A “between” space

· Quasi private/public space outside where community members can eat their lunch

Information

Community information – allow patrons to be aware of all the programs library offers
· Display 
· Resources

· More than a bulletin board

· Viewed from ext




ie. Explorium, public theater part of façade




Community resources & services 
(CIO Forum – Company Information Officers)


Job and career center


Business center


Friends of the library

· Book sale

· Volunteers

General

Note left by attendee Susan L Ryan, Highland Park (6020 Wellesley Ave., 412-361-1390):


‘ East Liberty needs a good beautiful library.  It is fine now but architecturally it is the poor stepsister of the Main Carnegie and since the Main is difficult to get to re:  parking, the EL could/ should serve Shadyside, Highland Park etc.  Build it beautifully and people will come!  We should not be penalized because EL is considered unsafe, etc.  With all the new development, we neeed a better library in this neighborhood or nearby
